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Austria into which he was automatically thrown. The
Polish Legions were augmenting in numbers day by day,
becoming an army which was to fight gallantly during the
first two years of the war. Not without some justification,
they prided themselves on being the reincarnation of the
ancient Polish knights and warriors with their high ideals.
At first Pilsudski believed that the Central Powers would
keep their word and would create an independent Polish
State. When he realized that their sole object was to
win over his Legions, in order to incorporate them in their
own armies, he decided to disband his troops. He even
planned a conspiracy against Germany, but the German
Secret Service found out that he designed to fly to Russia,
in order to found a Polish Legion there. Pilsudski, together
with his best friend, Colonel Sosnkowski, was therefore
arrested and interned in the fortress at Magdeburg. This
act on the part of the German military leaders greatly in-
creased Pilsudski's popularity. He came to be regarded as
a national hero, as an almost legendary figure. Picture
post-cards of the stern-faced man with the drooping
moustache were treasured among the Poles along with the
pictures of the saints and of former national heroes, such as
Kosciuszko. The Legions worshipped him. The influence
which he always had over men, the persuasiveness of his
conversation and the simplicity of his manner helped to
form a halo round his name.
Pilsudski's personal appearance was eminently suited
to the part of the plotting military leader. Thick, bushy
eyebrows overshadowed deep-set, dark, piercing eyes9
which would at moments lose themselves in an expression
of dreamy melancholy, turning sometimes even to gentleness.
The presence of a child often had that effect, and it would
also bring a smile to the determined mouth, hidden behind
the moustache. High cheek-bones and an uncompromising
jaw gave him almost the aspect of an Eastern warrior.
He was suspicious of most things and of most people. His
manner \vas usually short, but with his soldiers he was jovial;